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Varanus albigularis. South Luangwa National Park, Zambia. Photographed by Roisin Morgan.

Bush Fire Blamed on Monitor

have been caused by a monitor that had chewed on a 

the burned remains of a monitor lizard by a powerline 
pole. No reason was given for why the animal would 
have attempted to bite the line.

Source: The Flinders News; 25 January 2016

Water Monitors May Be 
Returning to Hong Kong

Water monitors (Varanus salvator) may be re-establishing 
themselves in Hong Kong after being extirpated from the 

island some time ago. Exactly when the species became 

animals were seen through the 1960s. Following the 
loss of wetlands, sightings of V. salvator from the 1980s 
onward are believed to have represented escaped captive 
individuals, although no further information on this is 
available. Animals that either escaped or were released 
from captivity are thought to have begun breeding in 
parks within the highly urbanized island; however, this 

hopeful the species will re-establish itself and restore a 
missing part of the island’s ecosystem, although they 
noted that the origin of captive animals might be a factor 
in long-term survival. Specimens imported from more 

survive the colder winters of the more northerly location.

Source: South China Morning Post; 25 February 2016



Rosenberg’s Monitor Spotted in 
Adelaide Hills

A rare heath monitor (Varanus rosenbergi) was sighted 
in the Adelaide Hills of South Australia. The animal 
was found on private property in the vicinity of Nairne 

species in this area. Varanus rosenbergi is a threatened 
species whose range is highly fragmented and remains 
to be fully documented. Individuals are encouraged to 

Source: The Murray Valley Standard; 17 May 2016

Komodo Dragon Population 
Continues to Decline

the Komodo dragon (Varanus komodoensis) population 
within Komodo National Park. The 2015 survey 
encountered 3,014 animals, which is down from 3,092 

is principally being driven by declines on smaller islands 
that the dragons inhabit such as Nusa Kode and Gili 

and Rinca appear to be stable. This overall decline is in 
contrast to the discovery of several small populations in 
recent years; all part of the poorly documented Flores 
population. The cause of the decline appears to be a 
decline in deer, the dragon’s principle prey, and it has 
been suggested that reintroduction programs aimed 
at increasing the deer population may be necessary. 
Other sources of pressure on dragon populations might 
include a heavy tourist presence in the park as well as 
disturbance from feral dogs.

Source: The Jakarta Post; 5 March 2016

Los Angeles Zoo Displays 
Perenties

The Los Angeles Zoo has recently acquired an adult 
pair of perenties (Varanus giganteus) from Taronga Zoo 
in Sydney, Australia after a two-year planning period. 
The species is rarely seen outside of Australia due to 
regulations on the export of Australian wildlife. Both 

Varanus giganteus. Captive, Los Angeles Zoo. Photographed by Nathan Havercroft.
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animals are now on public display in the zoo’s Australia 
wing.

Source: Hollywood Patch; 25 April 2016

Komodo Dragon at Zoo Miami 
Dies

Khaos, an 18-year-old male Komodo dragon (Varanus 
komodoensis
originally hatched at the zoo and went on to be used 

been a particularly calm and relaxed animal, which 
made him a great animal ambassador for public outreach 
events. The cause of death has not been announced, 

from various health issues over the last two years. At 
one point euthanasia had been considered, but this was 
dismissed after hydrotherapy treatments resulted in an 
improved quality of life.

Source: Miami Herald & Sun Sentinel; 24 May 2016

Komodo Dragon’s 
Reproductive Tract Removed

A female Komodo dragon (Varanus komodoensis) at 

had its reproductive tract surgically removed after an 
ultrasound indicated abnormalities. The nine-year-old 
animal named Jude had unsuccessfully mated three 
times with one of the resident males, twice resulting in 
eggs that failed to hatch. After laying eight eggs in April 

had decreased, and sought a diagnosis. It is unknown 
whether the animal will remain at the Virginia facility 
or, since she is no longer able to breed, be returned to 
San Antonio where she originated. It is also unclear 
whether a reproductively viable female will be brought 
in to replace her.

Source: The Virginia-Pilot; 27 May 2016

New Species of Blue-tailed 
Monitor Lizard Discovered

A new species of blue-tailed monitor lizard belonging 
to the Varanus subgenus Euprepiosaurus was recently 

northeastern Papua New Guinea in a recent issue of 
ZooKeys. The new species, V. semotus, resembles 
other members of the blue-tailed monitor group, but is 
distinguishable from related species by morphological 
and molecular genetic characters. According to 
molecular analysis, it has been isolated from its most 
recent common ancestor for one to two million years. 

Source: Weijola, V., S.C. Donnellan & C. Lindqvist. 
2016. A new blue-tailed monitor lizard (Reptilia, 
Squamata, Varanus) of the Varanus indicus group from 

154.

Varanus semotus
Photographed by Valter Weijola.
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Proceedings of the 2015 Interdisciplinary World Conference 
on Monitor Lizards

-
tor Lizards, held in Bangkok, Thailand is scheduled to be published in 
July 2016. The cost is expected to be no more than $30 US plus shipping 
from Thailand. There will be a limited number of copies printed, based on 
interest. 

Those interested in purchasing a copy of the proceedings or those that at-

at Herpetologe@gmail.com.

Varanus gouldii. Glenmorgan, Queensland. Photographed by Jake Meney.



Background and Problem

 The European Union, and especially Germany, 
rank among the main consumer countries for exotic 
reptiles world-wide. This particularly applies to the 
trade in live monitor lizards and products made from 
their skins which are protected under the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora (CITES). There exist, however, no reliable 
population status evaluations for the majority of the ca. 
80 currently recognized species based on IUCN Red 

and systematics of monitor lizards has advanced 
considerably in recent years. These circumstances must 
also be taken into account by the responsible CITES-

the utilization and international trade in monitor lizards 
and their products. In light of these issues, experts 
from research institutes, public authorities, museums, 
ministries, zoos and nature conservancies were invited 
to take part in an interdisciplinary exchange on the 
theoretical fundamentals and practical aspects of the 
monitor lizard trade in Germany and the EU in order 
to develop proposals for the sustainable use of this 
charismatic reptile group. Twenty participants from 
Austria and Germany attended the workshop, held at the 
International Academy for Nature Conservation on the 
island of Vilm, Germany from 18-21 April 2016.

Workshop Schedule

 On the evening of 18 April 2016, workshop 
participants had the opportunity to become acquainted 
with each other, before being welcomed by Ulrich 

had conceived and initiated the workshop. Cornelia 
and Axel Paulsch from the Institute for Biodiversity–
Network e.V. (Regensburg) jointly chaired and organized 
the meeting over the following days. 

“The Trade in exotic Reptiles in Germany Using the Example 
of Monitor Lizards (Family Varanidae)”: A Report on the 

Interdisciplinary Meeting of the German Federal Agency for 
Nature Conservation, 18-21 April 2016

 Presentations serving as the basis for later 
discussions began on the morning of 19 April after a 
warm welcome address by Gisela Stolpe (BfN). Ulrich 
Schepp (BfN) gave the opening presentation, entitled 
”An Introduction to the Trade in Exotic Reptiles from 
the BfN’s Point of View Using the Example of Monitor 
Lizards”. It became obvious that Germany – second 
only to the United Kingdom, but before France, Spain, 
the Czech Republic, the Netherlands and Austria – is 
a main importing country for live monitor lizards, and 
after France and Italy, it is the third largest importer 
of monitor lizard skins and leather products in the 
European Union. In addition, Germany has developed 
into the main hub for the trade in live reptiles in the EU 
due to the high number of regularly occurring reptile 
fairs. Germany, therefore, bears a special responsibility 

described island endemics from Indonesia have become 
focal species of the live reptile trade and are often 

“F” (= “Farmed”) according to CITES. Experience 
shows that misdeclarations in the source code take place. 
Consequently, small native populations of endemic 
monitor lizard species restricted to small islands face 
serious threats through the trade in live animals. In 
turn, the reptile leather industry concentrates on large-
growing CITES Appendix II species such as Varanus 
salvator
have to be adjusted and scrutinized according to novel 
taxonomic insights. 

Lörtscher (CITES Switzerland) on “The Trade in Reptile 
Leather Products – Activities of the CITES Animals 
Committee” was cancelled. Instead, the occasion was 
used by the participants for a discussion. 

on “Taxonomy and Species Knowledge as Prerequisite 
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of Indo-Australian Monitor Lizards”. Here, the main 
emphasis was on taxonomic novelties and developments 
within three groups of monitor lizards relevant to the 
trade, namely the V. prasinus, V. salvator and V. indicus 
species groups. These species groups have experienced 
considerable additions since the 1990s. This, however, 
poses enormous challenges for enforcement authorities 

taxonomic identities of traded monitor lizards. It was 
shown that the diversity of monitor lizards will continue 
to rise in the future although only a few international 
taxonomists specialize in this squamate group. The 
job insecurity situation of many taxonomists forms an 

knowledge. 

Environmental Research-UFZ/Co-Chair of the IUCN 

entitled “
Uncertainties Threaten Endemic Monitor Lizard 
Species – the Trade with Monitor Lizards in Europe and 
Germany”. He argued that current policies regulating 
the international trade in wildlife (CITES, European 
Wildlife Trade Regulations), along with national and 

for maintaining viable monitor lizard populations, 
especially those endemic to eastern Indonesia. Within 
the EU, Germany imports the highest number of varanid 

to monitor harvest levels and export quotas and thus 
ensure sustainability. For this purpose, making non-

II species. However, these investigations and analyses 
are not in place despite the fact that regular exports 
are annually documented in the CITES trade database 
(http://trade.cites.org), and most species are not 
protected at the national level. In particular, the intense 
commercial harvest of V. salvator ssp. in recent decades 
for the leather industry requires a precise monitoring 
system that can trace skins along the trade supply chain, 
as well as a study of population genetics to examine the 
taxonomic status of populations involved in the skin 
trade.     
 After the lunch break, participants were given a 
guided tour around the island of Vilm. Horst Korn 
(BfN) enthusiastically discussed various aspects of the 
long and dynamic history of the island with its various 
uses from its origins as a monastery several hundred 
years ago to the holiday residency of Erich Honecker 
and his Socialist Unity Party (SED) members during 

in 1989, Vilm was declared a nature reserve and now 

Conservation (BfN). Each year about 60-70 conferences 
and meetings are held at the International Academy for 
Nature Conservation on Vilm. 
 Following this informative and pleasant walk 
around the island, Thomas Ziegler (Cologne Zoo) gave 
a presentation entitled “The Keeping of Monitor Lizards, 
Captive Breeding, and the Role of Zoological Gardens”. 
From the perspective of the Cologne Zoo, which has 
a primary focus on monitor lizards, he detailed some 
of the critical aspects and challenges to keeping and 
breeding monitor lizards in captivity. He highlighted that 
relatively few breeding programs exist despite the large 
number of currently recognized monitor lizard species. 

Advisory Group (RTAG) of the European Association 
of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA), which would be held in 
Zagreb, Croatia the following week, intending to develop 
a Regional Collection Plan (RCP) for the monitor 
species kept in European zoos, and further breeding 
initiatives for potentially threatened species, such as V. 
macraei. The 14 monitor lizard species currently kept 
at Cologne Zoo, as well as the zoo’s various breeding 
successes and further activities involving monitor 
lizards were discussed. These include the creation of 
a branding with the World Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums (WAZA), the initialization and emendation 
of monitor lizard keeping in wildlife stations and zoos in 

the meeting were impressed by the statistics presented 
on live monitor lizards kept in German and European 

only a few species while other, often threatened monitor 
species are still under-represented. 
 Sandra Altherr (Pro Wildlife) dedicated her talk 
entitled “Trade and Keeping of Monitor Lizards – 
Problems with Sustainable Use and Species-appropriate 
Keeping” to the exploitation of monitor lizards for the 

of monitor lizard in the international trade in live 
reptiles were introduced: V. salvator, V. exanthematicus, 
V. niloticus, V. rudicollis und V. dumerilii. Within the 
EU, Germany is the second largest importing nation 
of live monitor lizards after England. Globally, more 
than 50% of all monitor lizards traded as pets are still 

nearly the same amount originates from “ranching”, 
while only a very small percentage are captive-bred 
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or “farmed”. Particularly problematic with respect to 

caught V. salvadorii because exports from Indonesia are 
only allowed for F2 specimens. There has been a ban 
on imports into the EU since 1999. The same applies to 
V. beccarii, V. dumerilii and V. jobiensis that are often 
sold as adult specimens. In these cases, it seems very 

addition, the trade in Indonesian island endemics such 
as V. beccarii, V. boehmei, V. macraei, V. reisingeri, V. 
obor and V. kordensis is alarming due to their restricted 
natural distribution ranges. Despite the fact that EU 
member states are committed to the precautionary 
principle and imports are only eligible after conducting 

to a lack of relevant information. Therefore, a revision 
of the current practice of issuing import permits is long 
overdue.
 Uwe Krebs represented the German Society for 
Herpetology and Herpetoculture (DGHT) with his 
talk on “The Keeping of Monitor Lizards in Captivity 
from the Perspective of the DGHT”. He concluded that 

(1998-2007) demonstrated that 95% of all imports were 

monitor skins. Hence, the percentage of live specimens 
in the trade seems to be too small to be able to threaten 
natural populations. Island endemics, however, should 
be excluded from this assumption. Krebs rejected the 
common criticism of private monitor keepers. Instead, 

monitor keepers, such as the DFG-funded international 
and interdisciplinary monitor lizard conferences. In 
this context he also referred to successful captive 

of many monitor species over the last several decades. 
In addition, Krebs pointed out that the reptile leather 
trade and habitat destruction are the primary threats to 

against leather products made of monitor skins and 
posed the question of creating farms (similar to existing 
crocodile facilities) which could provide a sustainable 

highest demand (i.e. V. salvator and V. niloticus). In 
the end, Krebs stressed that the positive and important 
“human-nature relationship” is not exclusive, and is also 
developed to a certain degree by reptile enthusiasts and 
this should not be hindered. 
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Ziegler (WWF) on “Stable Isotopes as Markers for 
Determining the Origin of Reptiles”. He presented 
partly preliminary results on Chinese crocodile lizards 
(Shinisaurus crocodilurus) and water monitors (Varanus 
salvator) that could be used in the future to keep track of 
specimens in the pet trade. Hence, for Chinese crocodile 
lizards it was possible to distinguish between wild-

and those collected from the wild was possible with high 
probability. This is due to the fact that under controlled 
feeding conditions in captivity the ranges of isotopes are 
narrower and the pattern more homogeneous than in wild 
populations. These results support the development of a 
reference frame of breeding facilities, which specimens 
of dubious origin can be compared with. In contrast, 
preliminary results of the stable isotopes in water 
monitors studied from Java and the Lesser Sunda Islands 

in the patterns of isotopes. Therefore, determining the 
origin of wild-caught specimens of widespread species 

 The evening hours were used by the participants 
for further exchange, and the highlight of the evening 
was a screening of the television documentary “Lizard 
Kings”, featuring the work of Eric Pianka on Australian 
monitor lizards. 
 The second day of the meeting was used to work 
out recommendations for improving the sustainable use 
and control of the international trade in monitor lizards. 
It soon became obvious that enforcement authorities 
such as Customs and the Federal Agency for Nature 
Conservation, are often confronted with uncertainties 
involving the taxonomic identities of monitor lizards 
in the trade. Therefore, there is a critical need for an 

including, for example, reproductive and life span data 
for the respective monitor lizards. The production and 
funding of such an ID guide, which already exists in a 
similar format for the turtles of Southeast Asia, were 
discussed. The various talks given at the workshop 
will be published in the BfN journal “Naturschutz 
und Biologische Vielfalt” (= Nature Conservation and 
Biological Diversity). 
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