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641 Monitor Lizards Captured 
in Thailand

A total of 641 Asian water monitors (Varanus salvator 
macromaculatus) were captured in Samut Songkhram’s 
Amphawa District, Thailand by officers of the Department 
of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation due 
to complaints by villagers. Local villagers claim that 
the lizards had been raiding numerous fishery farms. 
The lizards are to be released in the Khaoson Wildlife 
Breeding Centre in Ratchaburi’s Chom Bung District. 

Source: Bangkok Post, 10 July 2013.

Charges Filed for Monitor 
Lizard Poachers in India

Forest Department Officials in Chandrapur, India filed 
charges against six individuals, including five police 
officers in a case of monitor lizard poaching (species 
not identified, but likely Varanus bengalensis). The men 
are accused of delivering 2 kg of monitor lizard meat to 
a local restaurant. 

Source: The Times of India, 6 July 2013

Two Arrested with Golden 
Monitor Lizard

The Central Investigation Bureau of the Nepal Police 
arrested two wildlife traders that were in possession 
of a golden monitor lizard (Varanus flavescens) in 
Kathmandu, Nepal. The suspects were caught by police 
as they attempted to sell the live animal to a potential 
customer. It was later determined that the animal 
was captured in Taplejung before it was brought to 
Kathmandu for sale. Varanus flavescens is protected in 
Nepal under Annex 1 of the National Parks and Wildlife 
Conservation Act of 1973, and the illegal trade in the 
protected species brings a steep fine and a jail sentence 
of 5 to 15 years.

Source: The Himalayan, 26 July 2013
 

New Monitor Lizard Exhibit to 
Open at the Bronx Zoo

Exhibit artists at the Wildlife Conservation Society’s 
Bronx Zoo (USA) are putting the finishing touches on 
a brand new exhibit which will display several species 
of monitor lizard including Varanus komodoensis, V. 
macraei, V. mertensi, and V. acanthurus. This will be 
the zoo’s first time displaying V. komodoensis since the 
1950s. 

Source: The New York Times, 15 July 2013.
Varanus tristis. Ayers Rock, Northern Territory. Photo-
graphed by Dean Lee. 
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Komodo Dragon Population 
Around Pota in Decline

 
The population of Komodo dragons (Varanus 
komodoensis) in the vicinity of Watu Payung Lake, Pota, 
Flores is in decline due to the effects of poaching. Local 
residents have taken to trapping the animals which they 
blame for attacks on their livestock. The population has 
only been known to the outside world since 2011 and 
as the region does not constitute part of Komodo Park, 
authorities consider their conservation status to be of 
high concern. Local villagers professed that they were 
unaware the large lizards were the same as the park’s 
namesake species.
 
Source: Jakarta Post, 29 June 2013
 
 

Television Star Pleads Guilty to 
Sale of Protected Monitors

 
Donald Schultz, a self-described reptile expert and 
television personality on the Animal Planet series Wild 
Recon, has pled guilty to charges connected to the sale 
of two Iranian desert monitors (Varanus griseus). The 

animals, along with a number of other reptiles, were 
listed for sale on Schultz’s Facebook account. An 
undercover agent with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
contacted Schultz claiming to be purchasing the animals 
for a third party. A sale was eventually completed and 
the pair shipped to another agent in New York in 2010. 
The sale of the endangered desert monitors, protected 
under Appendix I of CITES was in violation of the 
Endangered Species Act, and can bring up to one year in 
prison and a $100,000 fine.
 
Source: Los Angeles Times, 13 September 2013; 19 
November 2013
 
 

Losses for Zoo Komodo 
Dragons

 
Komodo dragons (Varanus komodoensis) at two 
U.S. facilities have recently died. A 20 year-old male 
Komodo dragon was euthanized at Zoo Atlanta. A zoo 
spokesperson said Slasher, who had hatched at the 
National Zoo in 1992, was euthanized to due undescribed 
age-related complications. At the San Antonio Zoo, a 
female dragon died along with five other reptiles when a 
fire broke out in the complex. The fire, believed to have 

Varanus komodoensis. Rinca, 
Indonesia. Photographed by 
Frank Yuwono.



BIAWAK VOL. 7 NO. 2 52

been the result of an electrical malfunction, started in the 
zoo’s Komodo House and was eventually contained by 
firefighters, but not before some losses. It is believed the 
five-foot dragon died of smoke inhalation. Zoo officials 
have said that, as of now, the Komodo exhibit will be 
closed indefinitely.
 
Sources: Atlanta Journal Constitution, 5 August 2013 
(Zoo Atlanta); Chicago Tribune 16 December 2013 
(San Antonio)

 Connecticut Police Shoot and 
Kill Nile Monitor

 
Ledyard, Connecticut (USA) police shot and killed a 
‘large’ Nile monitor (Varanus niloticus) that had escaped 
into the small community. Police and animal control 
responded to a report from a resident who claimed an 
“alligator” was raiding her chicken coop. Police claim 
they killed the animal to prevent further risk to livestock 
and, despite an obvious lack of reason, human life. The 
specific origins of the animal are not known, though it is 
believed to be an exotic pet that had escaped. Officials 
noted that such animals are illegal to possess in the 
state of Connecticut. Ledyard officials had received 
numerous reports of escaped monitor lizards throughout 
the summer, though it is not known whether they were 
all due to this single animal or not.
 
Source: The Norwich Bulletin, 26 August 2013
 
 

 New Komodo Dragon 
Population Discovered on 

Flores
 
Researchers have utilized camera traps to confirm the 
presence of a population of Komodo dragons (Varanus 
komodoensis) in the Mbeliling Forest region on the 
island of Flores. The population is in the vicinity of 
the villages of Golo Mori and Tanjung Kerita Mese; 
an area said to be experiencing current environmental 
and social problems. No population estimates have 
yet been worked out, though based on morphological 
observations of the viewed dragons, it is believed to 
number at least five animals. The discovery suggests 
that other small populations of the species may remain 

Annual Meeting of the AG 
Warane und Krustenechsen

The 2014 annual meeting of the AG Warane und 
Krustenechsen will take place at the Leipzig Zoo from 
17-18 May 2014. All talks will be in German. The 
program is listed below. Due to organizational reasons 
registration is requested until the end of April. Please 

to be discovered along the coast of Flores. The studies 
were conducted by Burung Indonesia, the NTT Natural 
Resources Conservation Center (BKSDA) and Komodo 
Survival Program in July and September.
 
Source: Jakarta Post, 11 December 2013

Two Monitor Lizards Seized in 
Shut-down of Crocodile Farm

Authorities in Moscow, Russia have shut down a 
“crocodile farm” at an exhibition center in the city 
due to suspicion that the reptiles on display have been 
smuggled into the country. The exhibition’s owners 
failed to provide CITES paperwork confirming the 
legal acquisition of the facility’s specimens. A total of 
134 crocodiles, 10 snakes, an iguana, and two monitor 
lizards (species not identified) were seized from the 
facility. No further details were given regarding where 
the animals were transported to.

Source: www.en.ria.ru, 15 July 2013



The new Gondwanaland exhibit at Leipzig Zoo.
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contact Thomas Hörenberg (hoerenberg@ag-warane.
de) or André Koch (andrepascalkoch@web.de). 

Day 1: Saturday, 17 May 2014

10:00 Reception: Thomas Hörenberg & André Koch
10:30 Markus Patschke (Bochum) & André Koch 
 (Bonn): Systematics of the Varanus timorensis 
 Group
11:00 Yannick Bucklitsch (Cologne) & André Koch 
 (Bonn): Scale structure of monitor lizards and 
 their systematic value
11:30 Lunch break
13:30 Fabian Schmidt (Leipzig): Keeping Komodo 
 dragons at Zoo Leipzig
14:15 Members Meeting
14:45 Coffee break
15:30 Tino Meyer (Altomünster): Keeping and 
 breeding Varanus mertensi (not yet confirmed) 
 Alternate: Thomas Hörenberg (Esslingen): The 
 monitors of the Subgenus Odatria
16:30: André Koch (Bonn): Comments on Hoser’s 
 disputed classification of monitor lizards

Day 2: Sunday, 18 May 2014

10:00 Guided tour through the reptile facilities of the 
 Leipzig Zoo including the new Komodo 
 dragons.

Preliminary Announcement 
for an Interdisciplinary World 
Conference on Monitor Lizards
An interdisciplinary world conference on monitor 
lizards will meet in the Bangkok, Thailand area in late 
July 2015. Exact dates and other details are still being 
finalized, but the conference will take place during the 
last two weeks of July 2015. This early announcement is 
being made so that those requiring more than a year to 
acquire funding can start preparing.

Further details will be announced in the next issue of 
Biawak, which will be published in June 2014. Intentions 
to attend and inquiries can be directed to Michael Cota 
at Herpetologe@gmail.com.

Komodo Dragons on Display 
Once Again at Frankfurt Zoo

For the first time in almost four decades, Komodo 
dragons (Varanus komodoensis) are on display at the 
Frankfurt Zoo (DE). The two females, sisters hatched at 
Los Angeles Zoo in 2011, arrived at the Frankfurt Zoo in 
August 2012, but have been maintained off display until 
recently. Both dragons currently measure 1.35 m in total 
length and weigh 5 kg. 

Source: http://fr-online.de, 10 October 2013

Varanus komodoensis. Leipzig Zoo.


