
ILLUSTRATIONS

48

Lace monitor Varanus varius (Bell’s form). Specimen (“Smiley”) owned by the late Steve Irwin, Australia Zoo.
Oil on canvas. 20 x 30” (ca. 51 x 76 cm).

TELL HICKS
Websites: http://tellhicks.weebly.com ( Europe )

http://www.reptileshirts.com ( USA )
E-mail: tellhicks@btinternet.com

 Tell Hicks is one of the world’s leading wildlife 
artists, specializing in reptiles and amphibians. He was 
a founding member of the International Herpetological 
Society in the 1960’s, and has recently served as its 
President.  In  the  1960’s  he  also  assisted  with  field 
studies which gained legal protection for Britain’s most 
endangered amphibians and reptiles. As a teenager, 
he worked in British zoos  training and flying birds of 
prey, before eventually travelling overland through 
Europe and Asia, to Australia, catching and painting 

amphibians and reptiles along the way. He lived in 
Australia for a year, travelling extensively throughout 
the country, and has returned on several occasions 
since to study its wildlife. Tell regularly gives talks to 
wildlife groups and natural history societies about his 
artwork, field trips and travels to such places as Turkey, 
Cyprus, the Canary Islands, Australia, New Zealand, the 
Galapagos Islands, Peru and the USA.
 Tell’s studio is located in Somerset, UK, where 
he lives with his wife and family. His fascination with 
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Perentie Varanus giganteus. Oil on canvas. 16” x 20” (ca. 41 x 51 cm).

reptiles and other wildlife continues to take him around 
the world, studying them in their natural habitat and 
gathering material for his detailed paintings. Tell’s other 
work includes various wildlife subjects, landscapes and 
human portraits. 
 Despite being completely self-taught, he has won 
many major awards within the screen-printing industry 
for his t-shirt designs. He has been runner-up Wildlife 
Artist of the Year in the UK and still produces work for 
Eco and other leading t-shirt printers in the USA and 
Britain.
 Examples of his artwork can be seen in several 

museums. In the USA, the largest collection of 
his original paintings is currently displayed at the 
Chiricahua Desert Museum in Rodeo, New Mexico. 
Some of his other commissioned works include mosaics 
and sculptures. One such commission is of a sixteen foot 
sculpture of a rattlesnake tail at the Chiricahua Desert 
Museum, for which he collaborated with New Mexico 
state herpetologist Charlie Painter. For some time 
now, he has made regular trips to the USA, to exhibit 
paintings, to give talks, and to gather material for a 
collection of illustrations for a book on the rattlesnakes 
of Arizona.
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Emerald monitor Varanus prasinus. Depicted with birdwing butterfly Orinithoptera priamus poiseidon. 
Oil on canvas. 50 x 40 cm.
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Komodo Dragon (juvenile) Varanus komodoensis. Specimen bred by Jim Pether, in the Canary Islands. 
Depicted with gliding lizard Draco volans boschmai. Oil on canvas. 30 x 20” (ca. 76 x 51 cm).
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