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Man Sentenced for Killing 
Monitor

A magistrate in the city of Bicholim, North Goa District 
has sentenced a man to six months of prison for killing 
a protected monitor (Varanus sp., presumably V. 
bengalensis) and possessing two others. The man was 
charged with injuring a Schedule I protected species 
under India’s 1972 Wildlife Protection Act.

Source: The Times of India; 2 May 2014

Ranger Injured by Komodo 
Dragon

A forest ranger on the island of Rinca was seriously 
injured from being bitten on his left leg by a Komodo 
dragon (Varanus komodoensis). The ranger, identified as 
‘Tarzan’, was feeding deer in Jagawana Loh Baru Post 
on the southern portion of the island when the dragon, 

described as a medium-sized male, grabbed his leg. 
After five minutes, the dragon released the ranger who 
had tried unsuccessfully to fend it off with a bucket. He 
was eventually taken to a hospital on Bali to treat his 
injuries, which included a severed vein and tendon. It 
was stated that the ranger had worked in the park for 
nearly three decades without incident.

Source: Jakarta Globe; 21 April 2014

Desert Monitor Rediscovered in 
Southeastern Turkey

The desert monitor (Varanus griseus) has been 
rediscovered in Şanlıurfa Province in southeastern 
Turkey. The observation was made by the Harran 
University Scientific Research Commission and the 
Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey 
(TÜBİTAK) as part of a survey on the herptofauna 
of this region near the Syrian border. Previously, the 
species had not been observed in the region since 2002 

Varanus pilbarensis. Port 
Hedland, WA. Photo-
graphed by Jordan Vos.
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Varanus niloticus. Queen Elizabeth National 
Park, Uganda. Photographed by Michael Pitt.

when the remains of one killed by local villagers were 
discovered.

Source: Hurriyet Daily News; 19 May 2014

Sea Turtle Nests Protected 
From Monitors

Two environmental groups – WWF Australia and the 
Burnett Mary Regional Group – are installing predator 
exclusion devices to protect the nests of loggerhead 
turtles (Caretta caretta) from foraging monitor 
lizards along Wreck Rock Beach near Agnes Water, 
Queensland. The devices consist of metal grills which 
possess openings large enough for hatchling turtles to 
move through. Thirty of the cages will be installed to 
protect from predators, particularly monitors which are 
said to be responsible for up to 90% of nest mortality in 
the area.

Source: Gladstone Observer; 22 January 2014

Deaths of Zoo Komodo 
Dragons Reported

The Akron Zoo (US) announced the death of one of its 
Komodo dragons (Varanus komodoensis), a male named 

TNT. Officials stated that the animal had suffered from 
a chronic degenerative condition of the spine which has 
led to long-term digestive issues including GI shutdown. 
The dragon had hatched in 1998 at the Miami Metro 
Zoo. At the Gladys Porter Zoo (US), a fifteen year-old 
male dragon has also died. The dragon, named Jahat, 
had been showing continuing signs of advanced age, 
according to zoo officials. A preliminary necropsy 
pointed to heart failure as being the cause of death.

Sources: Wkyc.com; 18 February 2014 (Akron); 
Brownsville Herald; 21 April 2014 (Gladys Porter)

Komodo Dragons Return to the 
Bronx Zoo

After an absence of a half century, Komodo dragons 
(Varanus komodoensis) are again on display at New 
York’s Bronx Zoo (US). Three dragons born nearly four 
years ago at the Los Angeles Zoo (US) – two females 
and a male –mark the first time since 1959 that the zoo 
has exhibited the species. The dragons’ new exhibit is 
part of a larger exhibit entitled “Amazing Monitor”, 
which features several other monitor lizard species 
including the spiny-tailed monitor (V. acanthurus) and 
blue tree monitor (V. macraei).

Source: New York Times; 23 May 2014
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Komodo Dragon on Display at 
Calgary Zoo

The Calgary Zoo (CA) has recently unveiled a new 
exhibit in its Eurasia section displaying a Komodo 
dragon (Varanus komodoensis). At 28 years in age, 
“Loka”, the oldest female dragon in captivity and the 
only dragon at the zoo, will soon be joined by four, six-
month-old juveniles from the Colchester Zoo (UK), 
though displayed separately.

Source: CTVnews.ca; 29 May 2014 

New Species of Monitor Lizard 
Described

A new species of monitor lizard belonging to the 
Varanus subgenus Odatria has recently been described 
from the southern Pilbara region of Western Australia. 
The new rock-dwelling species, Varanus hamersleyensis 
is closely related to, but genetically distinct from V. 
pilbarensis, differing in dorsal coloration and pattern. 

Source: Maryan, B., P.M. Oliver, A.J. Fitch & M. 
O’Connell. 2014. Molecular and morphological 
assessment of Varanus pilbarensis (Squamata: 
Varanidae), with a description of a new species from the 
southern Pilbara, Western Australia. Zootaxa 3768(2): 
139-158.

400 Water Monitors Relocated 
from Samut Sakhon Province, 

Thailand
More than 400 Varanus salvator macromaculatus were 
captured and removed from Samut Sakhon Province, 
Thailand after local residents complained that the 
monitors were preying on fish, crabs, and shrimp on 
their farms. Officials from the Department of National 
Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation division removed 
animals from Yeesan, Praek Nam Daeng, Klong Khone 
and Bang Jakreng subdistricts, and, protected under 
the 1992 Wildlife Conservation and Protection Act, all 

Report from the Fifth Annual 
Meeting of the “AG Warane 

und Krustenechsen”

Komodo dragons and Gondwanaland were the highlights 
of the sixth annual meeting of the DGHT’s“AG Warane 
und Krustenechsen” (Monitor Lizard and Heloderma 
Working Group of the German Herpetological Society) 
which took place on 17-18 May 2014 at Leipzig Zoo 
in Eastern Germany. In addition to listening to some 
interesting talks about monitor lizards as usual, this year’s 
attendees of the meeting were given a special guided tour 
through the Leipzig Zoo’s new Gondwanaland exhibit 
(opened in 2011). 
 Day one began with a welcome address by Thomas 
Hörenberg (Stuttgart) and André Koch (Bonn), which 
were followed by some general remarks about news 
from the scientific community. The first talk by Markus 
Patschke (University of Bochum) detailed his Master’s 
project on the systematics and integrative taxonomy of 
the V. timorensis species group. In addition to discussing 
the phylogenetic relations of the different members, 
the underestimated diversity of these dwarf monitors 
was illustrated with numerous photographs from the 
wild. Next, André Koch (Zoological Research Museum 

Meeting participants touring Gondwanaland.

animals were relocated to Khao Son Wildlife Breeding 
Center in Jom Beung District, Ratchaburi Province.

Source: http://bangkok.coconuts.co; 29 May 2014 
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Male Varanus komodoensis at Gondwanaland, Leipzig 
Zoo.

Female V. komodoensis at Gondwanaland, Leipzig Zoo.

Participants of the Fifth Annual 
Meeting of the “AG Warane 
und Kurstenechsen” at Leipzig 
Zoo.

Alexander Koenig, Bonn) introduced the results of 
Yannick Bucklitsch’s Master’s thesis about the scale 
microstructure of monitor lizards. This project included 
samples of 40 different species from all recognized 
subgenera. Beyond answering systematic questions, 
the microstructure of monitor skin can be used to help 
customs identify reptile leather products such as bags 
and watches. Before lunch, all participants met in front 
of the old Aquarium building for a group photo and tour. 
The historical building houses several amphibian and 
reptile species including two monitor lizard species, 
V. jobiensis and V. prasinus. Of particular interest, 
Leipzig Zoo was the first facility to successfully breed 
V. jobiensis in captivity. 
 After lunch, Leipzig Zoo’s curator Fabian Schmidt 
shared his experiences with keeping Komodo dragons, 
starting with the planning of Gondwanaland, the 

construction of the gigantic tropical hall and the 
importation of the dragons. Accompanied by many 
photographs of the dragons’ 170 m2 enclosure, Mr. 
Schmidt explained many aspects of V. komodoensis 
husbandry at Leipzig Zoo. In addition to proper climatic 
conditions, he noted the importance of correctly 
handling the large monitor lizards for security reasons. 
Mr. Schmidt’s talk was followed by the general meeting 
of the working group’s members, moderated by Thomas 
Hörenberg. Besides minor issues, the next meeting and 
its location were discussed, with members agreeing that 
annual meeting location should change since participants 
originate from all federal states of Germany. 
 After a coffee break, Tino Meyer (Altomünster) 
described his keeping experiences with V. mertensi, 
including details about the technical equipment and 
requirements of the large terrarium he constructed in the 
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cellar of his house. Attempts to maintain the V. mertensi 
with aquatic turtles were unsuccessful due to repeated 
disturbance by the monitors. 
 The final talk by André Koch (Museum Koenig) 
focused on the disputed new classification of monitor 
lizards proposed by Raymond Hoser, which caused 
much confusion due to the many new names which 
were erected unnecessarily and without providing any 
evidence. In addition, several other shortcomings of 
Hoser’s publication were explained and discussed. 
Day two of the meeting began at 0830 h. No talks 
were planned for the day; instead, the focus was a 
guided tour through the Gondwanaland exhibit hall at 
Leipzig Zoo. With its enormous size of about 17,000 
m2, Gondwanaland dominates the urban image of the 
city. Under its roof, numerous animals from Asia, South 
America and Africa are displayed amongst scenery 
of tropical plants and rocks. At present, the male V. 

komodoensis is housed individually in the spacious 
enclosure since both female specimens at the zoo are not 
yet large enough to withstand his approaches. Currently, 
Leipzig Zoo is the only German institution with 
Komodo dragons, with hopes that they will breed them 
in the future. Participants observed a feeding of the male 
dragon with a 4 kg meal. Afterwards, Gondwanaland 
was explored together with the curator who explained in 
detail many aspects of the exhibit. 
 The “AG Warane und Krustenechsen” donated some 
money for the Komodo dragons and thanks the Leipzig 
Zoo staff for their support and hospitality that resulted 
in a perfect meeting in a unique location. The advisory 
board would also like to thank all guest speakers and 
participants. 

Submitted by Thomas Hörenberg & André Koch

Varanus flavescens. Madhyamgram, West Bengal, India. Photographed by Rajarshi Dasgupta, Rajarshi Das-
gupta Photography .



Interdisciplinary World Conference on Monitor Lizards
27-29 July 2015

Suan Sunandha Palace Hotel
Bangkok, Thailand

Hosted by the Faculty of Science and Technology
Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University

Dusit District, Bangkok, Thailand

ANNOUNCEMENT

The interdisciplinary World Conference on Monitor Lizards will focus on the biology, ecology, natural history, and 
captive breeding of monitor lizards. Manuscripts and posters will be accepted starting in July 2014 and are to be 
submitted to: monitor.conference.2015@gmail.com

Optional Events Scheduled for 24, 26, 30-31 July 2015

24 July  Day Trip to the Natural History Museum and National Science  Museum, Thailand.
 26 July  Day Trip to Dusit Zoo to see Bangkok’s largest urban population of wild Varanus  
   salvator macromaculatus.
 30-31 July 2 day trip to Khao Yai National Park.

Conference Fee: Has not yet been determined, but will be cheaper than comparable international conferences. We 
are tentatively planning for a conference fee of $200-$250 USD. Included with the conference fee is conference 
attendance, lunch along with coffee breaks on the days of the conference and the welcome dinner on the first day of 
the conference. Also included with the conference fee is a copy of the conference proceedings to be published after 
the completion of the conference.

Optional events are extra and not included in the conference price. The price for these events is still being worked 
out at this time.

More specific information can be found in mid-July 2014 on the conference website which can be accessed through 
the following link:  http://www.sci.ssru.ac.th/

Conference registration, submission of manuscripts and further inquiries can be sent to: monitor.conference.2015@
gmail.com, once the conference website is in operation. The amount of time per presentation given to participants 
will be dependent on the number of total presentations to be given. Special considerations for specific time allocation 
requests will be made on a case by case basis.

Accommodations will be available locally and this information will also be provided on the website. In mid-July, 
the website will offer a wealth of information about other accommodations and information about Bangkok. 
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